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President’s Message for January 
 
 

In any moment of decision the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next best thing is the wrong 
thing, and the worst thing you can do is nothing." 

--Theodore Roosevelt, 
26th president of the U.S  

You must be the change you wish to see in the world." 

--Mahatma Gandhi, 
Indian political leader  

It is our responsibilities, not ourselves, that we should take seriously." 

--Peter Ustinov,  
British actor and writer 

Pick battles big enough to matter, small enough to win." 

--Jonathan Kozol,  
American nonfiction writer and educator  

The most successful people are those who are good at Plan B." 

--James Yorke, 
mathematics and physics professor  

Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very purpose of life, and not something you do in your spare 
time." 

--Marian Wright Edelman  
children's activist  

 

When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully upon the closed door 
that we do not see the one which has opened." 

--Alexander Graham Bell, 
American inventor  

 
 

The first half of our lives is ruined by our parents, and the second half by our children." 

--Clarence Darrow,  
American lawyer  

Welcome to 2009, a year that will be filled by proposed changes here in Jericho. The new budget promises changes in 
day-to-day activities as well as changes in staffing. The Executive Board has been involved with Central Office to 
ensure that these changes are done fairly and equitably. Yet, they are still hard to accept here in the land of the “Best 
Schools”  where we were encouraged to seek out the new and the different and where we are now encouraged to find 
the inexpensive way to complete the project. It is and will be a hard pill to swallow but we will get through this. 
Again, we ask your help in finding ways to save that can be used in place of loss of staffing and clubs.  

-- Maryann Risi 
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And, finally: �

Some words of wisdom as we enter 2009: �
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Jer icho Faculty Vs. Nassau County K ings 
by Denise Ryder 

On Friday, January 30th, Jericho 
faculty members (and some 
administrators) played the Nassau 
County Kings in our annual Jack Graf 
Memorial Wheelchair Basketball 
Game. The Kings were awesome, as 
usual, and the faculty team, well, we 
should stick to teaching. No, 
seriously, we played well, had a lot of 
laughs, and made a lot of people 
laugh. All good fun. 

I actually held then printing of the 
January Focus to include wheelchair 
basketball because it is a “ faculty”  
event; faculty members from all five 
schools can and usually do participate. 
I was disappointed that no elementary 
faculty played. And had it not been for 
our high school/Jackson connection 
(the DeMarinis-Murphy family) we 
might not have had our elementary 
school faculty spectators . Thank you 
 

 to Mady Bernard, Lauren DeMarinis, and 
MaryAnn Risi for coming out and rooting us 
on! 

Team Jericho was comprised of: Kevin 
Brodsky, Angie Cancemi, Jen Carbone, John 
Cicale, Sean Clarkin, Brian Cummings, Matt 
DeMarinis, Ellen Hempel, Meredith Hynes, Ari 
Kakounis, Denise Romano, Denise Ryder, John 
Sausa, Brooke Schnittman, Chris Verde, Betsy 
Zahn, and administrators Maureen Appiarius, 
John Castronova, Don Gately, Joe Prisinzano, 
and Joan Rosenberg. 

This annual fundraiser is named after Jack Graf 
who was a fifty year member of the National 
Wheelchair Basketball Association and a 
Member of the NWBA Hall of Fame. He began 
his career in 1955 with the NY Spokesmen and 
went on to play with the Brooklyn Whirlaways 
and finally the Nassau County Kings, which he 
started in 1985. This event is raised  $2815.00 
for the Kings. 

Photos on page 3. 
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Save the Date! End of Year Celebration Thursday, June 11th at the Fox Hollow Country Club 4-7:30 

Research and Development (It’s that time of year again!) 

The following information was disseminated at faculty meetings last week district, however the high school’s meeting was can-
celled due to the snow day, so everyone else should have heard this: 

HS teachers - the R&D packets with instructions and due dates for all rounds are in your mailbox. Here are a few highlights, 
notes and warnings: 

On the cover page please find all important due dates. 

Phase I  - Please find intent to participate letter on page 4:  

The number of days available in this round is determined by how many faculty members who submit this form. 

Only submit a letter of intent if you are certain that you want to complete a project during this phase. (By submitting a letter and 
then choosing not to submit a proposal you are negatively affecting the day-count for everyone) 

Only teachers employed by Jericho during the 2008 - 2009 school -year may submit this letter. 

These are small projects (usually one – 3 days) longer projects should be submitted during phase II. 

INTENT TO PARTICIPATE FORMS ARE DUE TO CURRICULUM OFFICE (BARBARA BAUER) BY 3:30PM ON FRI-
DAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2009 

Phase II - Please read all directions carefully on page 5.     

Proposals are due to curriculum associates no later than March 27, 2009 by 3:30. 

Be sure that you have acquired all necessary signatures before submitting your proposal (see page 8: TOP AND BOTTOM) 

ANY JTA MEMBER WHO FAILS TO NOTIFY THE R & D COMMITTEE ABOUT HIS/HER INABILITY TO COMPLETE 
AN ALREADY APPROVED PHASE II R & D BY NOVEMBER 2, 2009 WILL FORFEIT ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE 
IN A PHASE II R & D THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL YEAR. (see p 3)  

Questions? See Amy Pryhocki, Denise Ryder, and Suzanne Jacobsen in the HS; Rose Scalera and Maureen Clemente in the MS;  
Barbara Hammerman, Lois Burn, and Suzanne Iordanou in Cantiague; Cathy Ferris and Donna Patron in Jackson; Gabrielle 
Delong and Margaret Friedlander in Seaman; Maryann Risi in the JTA office or in Jackson. 
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